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a, The following information was requested 
who Was 


abad during the earthquake, in order to learn what 
energensy Measures are taken during an unforeseen disaster in that area. 
25X1X , “Fe 

lo BEM states that a1] buildings in Ashkhabad wore conplotoly destroyed 
by the earthquake of October 1948, with the exception of the three+ 


etory ‘structures: housing the bank and the MVDe Four electric plants 


were. destroyade 
25X1X 

ae reo days efter the carthquake, and 
atatos ta 3 of water, lights, radio broadcasting, 


or telephone. The local paper, Rabochi Klass, was moved to Tashkent 
because the plant had been destroyed. It was reported in the lecal 
25X1X nevwapeper that clectricity and radio broadcasting were restored in eight 
days. EE counts this statement, because the paper alse ateted that 
the city was furnishing its ovmm bread in two days at a time when two 
trains daily from Krasnovodsk were carrying bread to the dostroyed cltys 


3. The MVD took complete charge of rescue worke All living inhabitants, 
including women and children, were mobilized under IVD supervision. 
They were given the status of members of the armed foroese Arned 
guards prevented them from leaving the city. 


4. Four ministers, including the Ilinister of Transportation, the ilinister 
of Economy, and the Iinister of Communications of the Turkmen Republic, 
were reportedly killed. Many Turlmen rollway officials attending a - 
conference in the city elec died. , 


5. Provda reported that 350,000 people wore killed in the vicinity of 
Kshiiabads but the local paper stated that 450,000 died. The direstor 
of the locel papor and the writer of the report were both sentenced to 
ten years' imprisonment for disagreement with Pravda. 
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